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advance of orthodoxy, and In the delimitation of reason, equalitarianism, and science, it would be wrong to assume that the triumph of reaction was complete.
The all-important fact remained that the victory of the Jeffersonians was a rebuke to the aristocratic condemnation of democracy. This was of greater moment in the realm of facts than all the verbal denunciations of democracy. Moreover, the Alien and Sedition Acts, instruments for the limitation of freedom of discussion and the right of asylum, were allowed to lapse after the Jeffersonian victory. The mere memory of them reacted to the discredit of their conservative authors. If Jefferson and his successor seemed to do disappointingly little to promote the values of the Enlightenment, it must be remembered that they did malce a sincere effort to preserve the country's peace through an embargo on exports and other devices resembling economic planning. These efforts failed, it is true. In spite of the growing conviction that America ought to remain aloof from Europe's strife, the youthful country plunged into the titanic conflict between Napoleon and Britain. But here and there a few men stood out against even this last resort to war, on grounds other than mere political and economic interest. No sooner was peace declared in 1815 than two Unitarian ministers, Noah Worcester and William Ellery Channing, took-steps to launch a permanent protest against war and an unceasing campaign to build peace. The Enlightenment was not dead.
Nevertheless, the time had not come as yet for any sustained efforts to popularize knowledge through widespread education. Nor had the industrialization which had begun to transform the northeastern seaboard advanced sufficiently to call forth a labor movement and a series of humanitarian causes. But although the gulf separating the intellectual experiences of the professional and other privileged groups from those of the great body of plain people remained wide, genuine advances in the life of the mind were made under patrician direction.